
                              June 3, 2020 

Dear St. Mark’s Community, 

Last week, with Governor Sununu’s announcement about the reopening of worship spaces, Bishop Libasci allowed for 
Catholic Churches in the Diocese of Manchester to be reopened as of this weekend with restrictions. We, here at St. 
Mark’s, have been preparing for this day by following all of the regulations and the guidelines put out by the CDC, as well 
as from the Health Department of the State of New Hampshire.  

I am pleased to announce that we will be reopening as of Saturday, June 6 at a capacity of 40%. While we are doing 
everything we can to provide a safe environment - socially distanced seating, sanitization, the requirement of face masks 
on the property and in the church - we cannot guarantee a totally risk free environment. 

While I am excited to welcome so many of you back this weekend, I do have pastoral concerns. I think it is important for 
each of us to discern our own individual circumstances in regards to our own health and the health of our loved ones. We 
must prayerfully decide whether it is the right time to return to public worship. As we know, many members of our 
community who are highly vulnerable during this time, and the risk of returning to public worship should not be taken 
lightly. To repeat, although we are trying to take serious precautions at St. Mark’s, we cannot guarantee a totally risk free 
environment.  

With that being said, 

• Face Coverings will be required: 
• When you arrive on our property for Mass the weekend, it will be required that a face mask or covering will be 

worn by everyone (one the property or in the Church). 
• Social Distancing will be practiced: 

• When you arrive at the doors of the Church, an usher will escort you to your specified seat (which will be at least 6 
feet away from the nearest family. 

• There will be no sign of peace during Mass. 
• There will be no sharing of the Precious Blood in the Chalice. 
• There will be no offertory basket passed. 
• There will be no hymnals available. 
• All parish social gatherings, such as St. Mark’s Cafe, is still suspended. 

• The Church and restrooms will be Sanitized between Masses: 
• After Mass, we kindly ask all parishioners to return to their vehicles without congregating. 
• The Church doors will be locked until the next Mass, as cleaning will be taking place during that time. 

To look over these guidelines, please go to stmarksnh.org and watch our ‘Welcome Back’ video so that you have a better 
understanding these restrictions.  

For those who are uncomfortable with returning for worship, we will continue to Livestream our Mass each and every 
weekend. You can go to stmarksnh.org and view any of our Masses at your homes. The faithful are still dispensed from 
attending public worship during this COVID-19 Pandemic.  

Know of my prayers for each and every one of you during this time.  

Fr Mike 
Pastor 
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